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00:22 

LM: So let's just start out. If you could introduce yourself, and we'll start from 
there. 


00:27 

SB: Okay. I'm Stan Blaker. I was originally from Chicago. Joined the Navy in 
1940, in December of 1940. Went to Great Lakes for bootcamp. Took two fellas 
from our squadron, my outfit, back to home for Christmas that year. And their 
names were Jones, believe it or not, Tim and Jim Jones, and the reason I bring 
them up is 'cause I had a date to meet them on the 6" of December on the fleet 
landing at Pearl Harbor, only our squadron drew dawn patrol and I couldn't get 
in touch with them to tell them, and I don't know to this day if they're dead or 
alive. That's ridiculous but true. I've tried to reach them, I think he was on the 
Nevada, and I'd gotten fellas on the Nevada and nobody ever knew them. One 
was 6'4”, and one was 6'2”, and they were boatswain's, boatswain's strikers, so 
somebody had to know ‘em, but I can't find anybody that did, so I don't know 
they're dead or alive. 


01:31 
LM: Well, if we bump into them in our research, I'll be sure to have Daniel give 
you a Call. 


01:35 
SB: Oh, good. I'd like to hear about it. 


Camera adjustments until 02:00 


02:00 
LM: So, how old were you when you enlisted, and why did you enlist? 


02:04 

SB: I was 18, and I enlisted primarily because I was going to college and I had a 
chemistry professor who insisted on speaking German all the time, or a very bad 
English version thereof, and he had a big beard and muffled everything and I 
couldn't understand one word he said, so the lectures I slept through, and you 
don't sleep through lectures in chemistry and get good grades. Plus the fact that 
I was working at $.25 per hour, and I figured, jeez I better get in the Navy and 
get out of here, so I did, and it worked out pretty well. Course, it was a six year 
hitch. 


02:45 
LM: So, could you talk about what you were doing at the time you enlisted, and 
when you, up to when you got stationed at Pearl Harbor? 


02:56 

SB: Let's see... was working as an usher at the Northtown theater in Chicago, 
and I closed that theater, and the next morning I went in the Navy. It was as 
simple as that. I mean, I closed the thing at midnight, went to bed and got up at 
6 o'clock, went down to the Naval recruiting office downtown in Chicago, and an 
hour later we had taken our oath and we were on our way to Great Lakes. When 
we got off of the North Shore Train, the wind was howling, the snow was coming 
down, and I remember troops were out there marching, and we said, ‘let's go 
home.' But we didn't. 


03:42 
LM: So, after your group camp, after your training, where were you stationed, 
and how'd you get around? 


03:49 

SB: Well, I was, I had, I guess they take a lot of tests and so forth, and they gave 
me a choice of any, any school I wanted to go to, Navy school, and I wanted to 
become a pilot, and in those days, the only way an enlisted man becomes a pilot 
is have an enlisted rate in the aviation first, so I wanted to go to aviation 
machinist mate school, but that was down in Pensecola, and the girl I was going 
with, there in Chicago, lived in L.A., and she was going home pretty soon, living 
with her aunt temporarily, and radio school, aviation radio school, was in San 
Diego, so I went to radio school. It's kind of a stupid reason, but that's why, and I 
haven't seen that girl to this day. 


04:45 
LM: Did you have any brothers and sisters, or were you...? 


04:48 
SB: Yeah, two sisters, an older one, and two of them, one was four years younger 
than me, and one was two years older. 


04:54 
LM: What did they think of you signing up, and heading off...? 


04:57 

SB: I don't think they thought one way or, it wasn't an important thing, you know, 
because there was no war on then, and they thought maybe it would straighten 
me out. 


05:10 
LM: So, you're down in San Diego, and when do you get your orders to go to 
Pearl Harbor? 


05:16 

SB: Well, I didn't get orders to go to Pearl Harbor. After radio school, I was sent 
to VP 12, which is a PBY squadron right there in San Diego, North Island, so I 
stayed there, and one day they started bringing in reserve people, you know, 
from the reserve, and they gave me the job of teaching these first and second 
class radiomen the code. They didn't even know the code, and here they're all 
rated, and I'm a second class seaman teaching them how to communicate. But 
then I heard, one of the fellows in the squadron got a leave, and I'd never even 
heard of a leave, so I asked him how he did it, and he told me, so I went down 
there and filled out the papers. Two weeks later I was on my way back home for 
20 days leave. The only trouble was I didn't even have a nickel to get across the 
harbor to the dock on a nickel-snatcher, the ferry. I had to borrow the nickel, 
and then I sent a collect wire home for money. Finally they sent me enough 
money to take the train, but that wouldn't give me eating money, so I got one of 
these drive away cars with two girls, and I drove all the way to Chicago. Beat 
the train in, 2 hours. 


06:40 
LM: Did you eat along the way? 


06:42 
SB: Oh yeah. Had enough money left over to eat. 


06:47 
LM: So how did you get to Pearl Harbor? How'd you wind up there? 


07:59 
LM: What did you think when you heard everyone was getting move out to 
Hawaii? 


08:34 
LM: Could you tell me about your arrival into Pearl Harbor. What the island 
looked like, and what you felt when you saw it. 


08:41 

SB: Gee, I don't remember much of that. You know, in those days, when you're 
19, 18, 19 years old, you don't pay too much attention to those things. I know we 
painted the warrant officer's wardroom three different colors on the way over 
there to keep us busy. It was this much smaller. 


09:03 
LM: Could you tell me what life was like on Oahu prior to the attacks on Pearl 


Camera adjustments and joking until 11:05 


11:05 
LM: So what did you do? What was your job with your squadron and what was 
normal? 


11:15 

SB: I was a radio striker, as they called us, because I wasn't a radioman yet, I 
was still a seaman, but I was a first class seaman by the time I got there. I 
forgot, I passed my, before I left San Diego, I became a first class, I was making 
$56 a month. But anyway, no we acted as beaching crew, go into the water and 
attach the wheels to the plane, and then pull it up on the dock, and all that sort 
of, and just general sort of things. Of course, after Pearl Harbor, they 
immediately sent me to gunnery school over at Kaneohe Bay on the other side of 
the island. When I came back from that, they made me a crew member. Then 
we Started flying every third day on patrol. That's probably what got me away 
from Pearl Harbor, more than anything else. Every third day you'd fly a 12-14 
hour patrol. The next day you'd have overnight liberty at the Royal Hawaiian 
hotel, and the next morning you came up, and you're still in your whites, and 


you'd have to fly a bounce-hop, teaching the new pilots how to fly, how to land 
our PBY's. And they'd, that's one of the things about a radioman, we had to have 
100 sharpened pencils at all times, because those guys would knock the rivets 
out of the bottom of the airplane, and you'd stick pencils in there, and then you 
keep right on flying, then the metal smith would take the pencils out, re-sharpen 
them, give them back to us, and they put rivets in. 


12:52 
LM: That's funny. Now, so, when you were up in the air, you were a main control 
for the plane? 


12:59 

SB: I was a radioman, you know, I sent messages back and forth. They didn't 
have people you could talk to, except very close on the beach once in a while, 
pilots could talk on a two-way radio, but we had CW, you know da-da-da-dit-dit, 
and that kind of thing. So anything away from the island was sent by that 
method. In fact, that was a funny thing. One of the radiomen went flying that 
morning with a skipper, he handed him the message he had received that Pearl 
Harbor was being bombed by the Japanese, and he said, 'boy they're making it 
seem realistic sending up these maneuvers.' He said, 'they really said they were 
going to make it realistic, and they're doing it.' Then they got another message, 
and they took an all attention snap and dropped it down to the submarine that 
they were doing these message on them, and asked if he'd gotten the same 
message, and he said yes, so everybody went out hunting them. What they were 
hunting, I don't know, because all they were carrying was 2 500 pound water 
bombs, and they had practice ammunition in the 50 caliber machine guns. They 
couldn't have done an awful lot of damage, unless they had accidentally put one 
of those bombs down into the stack, into the boiler, it might blow it up. 


14:20 
LM: Did you have any idea things were getting tense between Japan and the 
United States? 


15:00 
LM: Now, December 6", the day before, the last day of peace really, what was 
your day like? What did you do? 


15:06 
SB: Oh, we just hung around the hangar, doing nothing really important, because 
there was little to do. We had brand new airplanes, they hadn't flown very much, 


16:09 
LM: Let's go to December 7", you have dawn patrol, you were up at 4:30, could 
you walk me through your day, what you saw and what experienced? 


16:18 

SB: Well, we got up, I said, at 4:30, had our breakfast, and then we went down to 
the hangar and launched the four airplanes, got them off. And then we just kind 
of idled around and talked and so forth until quarters was supposed to be at 8 
o'clock. And we were waiting for quarters in a hangar when we heard this plane 
in a dive, and I thought it was one of our planes crashing, I thought everybody 
thought the same thing I did, but I ran to the front door of the hangar, and 
everyone else ran to the back door because it was closer, and just as I got there, 
just as I stuck my head out, a big explosion right in VP23's hangar, right next to 
ours, and it was about 200 feet from us, I guess, and I thought it was a plane 
crashing, so I turned around trying to get firefighting equipment, and everybody 
else had headed for the back door, I'm alone, and I can't move this big equipment 
by myself, and then the planes started bombs going off, and I thought, 'oh my 
loads, those are planes exploding out there!' They were on the ramp, I'm not 
going out there, so I ran for the back door too, and there were only two people 
left in the hangar besides me. One was our leading chief, Sy Sellers, and he was 
too fat to get through the door, see these hangar doors are two stories high, you 
can't move them, you have to move them with a tractor, and we just couldn't get 
him through, this other guy and I, we just couldn't get him through the opening, 
so we put him out the metalsmith shop window, and he went out, and this other 
guy went out, and just as I got out, a bomb took off to my right, and I said, ‘that 
can't be, because that's not where the planes are.' And I looked up and saw an 
airplane with red spots on it, and I decided something was wrong. So, we were 
just lucky we had a ditch, a ditch that had been dug right along Luke Field fora 
sewage line or something, and we all went in that. There were more injuries 
from jumping in that, jumping in there, than there were from bullets, cause there 
was only one person killed at Ford Island, I don't remember who it was, it was 
somebody at the other end of the island that was killed, but if they'd turned 
around and come down the island instead of across it, see they'd drops their fish 
and their bombs on the ships and then they'd strafe us, so if they'd turned 
around and come the other way, they'd have killed everybody in that ditch, it was 
all along the field. But they were just going over, spitting, spitting dirt in our 
face. 


19:00 
LM: So did you see, the first wave comes over, what did you hear, what did you 
see from your position where you were? 


19:07 

SB: A lot of dirt in our face from the bullets hitting right above us, but we 
couldn't see much, but when they hit the Arizona, that explosion shook, it shook, 
we were a mile away, and that shook that entire island, I mean that reverberated 
like crazy. We knew something had happened, we didn't know what it was until 
we all got out of there. When the first wave went over, finally they quit, you 
know, and we got out of the ditch, and we got some of the 50 caliber machine 
guns that were left, we put in the planes that were on the ground there in the 
mounts, cause we had no other mounts to put them in, turned the planes around 
so they were facing the way the planes were coming in, the Japs were coming in, 
and the ordinanceman took over and shot down two planes, we got a credit for 2 
kills. But then we got all that done, one of the fellas was out of cigarettes, so the 
officer told me to go down to the ship's service and get cigarettes, so I ran all the 
way down to the barracks, where the ship's service is, and I said 'I need 
cigarettes,’ and he said, 'take as many as you want, free.' So I got 4 or 5 cartons 
and rushed and started back. And as I was going by this building across the 
street, I didn't even know what it was, this arm came out and grabbed hold of 
me, well the next attack had started already. And he grabbed me and pulled me 
in and says, ‘here's a 45, a belt, and a holster, clean it, it's yours.' So I gota 
brand new 45 caliber gun, you know, which is great. And finally it let up a little 
bit, so I ran back to the hangar, which is about 5, 6 blocks, and we got there and 
got down in the ditch again. In fact, I though it was Cecil. There was a guy 
looking down at me in the hole as they were attacking, and I said, 'get out of 
there!' and he pulled back and then, bududud, right across where he was, and I 
though he was up there dead, but there he was sitting next to me. I don't know 
how he got there so fast, but he did, and it wasn't Cecil, I asked him, but it 
wasn't him. But anyway, so we stayed down there for the end of that attack. And 
then, of course, all we hand was thousands of rumors that they were landing 
troops and all this stuff. If they had, if they'd landed 75,000 troops, they'd have 
taken us in 2 weeks. We didn't have anything to fight with. It was a ridiculous 
situation. 


21:50 
LM: When you got out of the foxhole, out of the ditch, to run down and get 
cigarettes, what did you see? Could describe the scene? 


22:00 

SB: Oh, boy. That's the most miserable part of the whole thing. The barracks 
were 4 stories high. Now, I didn't go up above, but we didn't go back for 4 days, 
something like that, we couldn't get back to our bunks because they were all 
filled with dead or injured people. And the lanai that runs around the barracks, 
covered lanai, ship's service is on it with a lot of other shops and what not, and I 
had to step over these people laying there in order to get to the ship's service, 
and they were moaning for help, and I didn't know anything about it, and I had 


orders, I was supposed to get cigarettes, so they were really in bad shape, 
covered with oil and just miserable shape. I knew that some of them were going 
to die, but I couldn't do anything about it. So, anyway, I went back to the hangar. 
Oh, and then after the second attack, we were called to quarters to check and 
make sure everybody was there, and this Ensign came walking up and said, 'is 
that your sidearm?’ I said, 'no, it's the Navy's. It's checked out to me.' He said 
‘give it to me, I'll have it checked out to me.' So that's the last I saw of my gun. 


23:28 
LM: Could you paint a scene of what you saw of the harbor, as you were going 
down to, on your mission? 


23:34 

SB: Just a lot of smoke, a lot of smoke, I mean, just the Ar, the Arizona burned 
for, what, 4 or 5 days, it was just terrible, and all together, there were a lot of 
others tha t were smoking too, then we got in between the time that I went up to 
ship's service and getting those guns in the planes, the Curtiss let go with a fire, 
and she was sitting off right in front, or off of our hangar, and she let go with her 
5 inch gun on the fore-deck, and she put a shell right through a midget 
submarine's conning tower, and he went right down. That's the only thing we 
hand to applaud the whole day. 


24:34 
LM: What was the general feeling and emotion of the troops there when the 
attack was going on? 


24:39 

SB: We were angry, we were extremely mad. In fact, we still won't forgive them, 
you know, because they won't admit what they did to us. They won't admit that 
that was a surprise attack, and therefore Pearl Harbor survivors will not forgive 
them, ever. I mean, I won't even drive a Japanese automobile. None of us do. 
Well, I guess there may be one, but I don't know. I don't know them all. But, no, 
everybody was very mad, and there was no arguing if we were gonna win the 
war, because this was ridiculous. 


25:27 
LM: Were you part of the recovery effort? The salvage and recovery, were you 
part of the salvage and recovery effort? 


25:37 

SB: No, no, as I said, I went over to radio, over to gunners school, and then I 
became a crew member, so I was kind of busy. We did get the one day liberty 
every 3 days, but it was just overnight. You couldn't leave the hotel at night, 
there's nothing to do anyway. Shot a lot of crap and played a lot of poker, but 
that was about it. Then one day, remember when, well you probably don't 
remember, you're not old enough, but Dolittle raided Japan with a B-25, well we 
had advance base, our crew had advance base that day, and we flew out, we flew 
out to Midway, and at Midway we had to go out and look for ship called the 


Hornet. We had no idea what for or anything, all we had to do was locate it, and 
drop some messages by this special rope drop that our squadron had been 
practicing December 7, that morning, on our own submarines up at the harbor of 
Kauai. We had a 200 foot rope, nothing but clothesline. At one end of it was a 
block of 2 by 4, that's all it was to keep it afloat, and the other end was a sealed 
container. So you put the messages in the sealed container, close it, and then 
you flew over the ship, and you dropped it when you got halfway over, and then it 
dropped down on the ship and they pulled in a secret message. So we had all of 
the, what was in this thing were orders and pictures of Tokyo and around Tokyo, 
which we didn't know of course, and we did put a message 'the best of luck’, but 
we didn't know what for, in the container, and all of us signed it, and then we 
flew over the Hornet and dropped it. Two days later they attacked Tokyo. But 
that day we finally flew back to Honolulu, Pearl Harbor, and I was coming down 
the ladder, and I'd forgotten all about this, I had been nominated to go to 
Annapolis, and I got down and this personnel officer met me and said, 'Blaker, 
you can't go ashore tonight, you have to stay aboard and take a physical for 
Annapolis. Everything else is passed, all you have to do is pass the physical.' I 
said, 'the hell with it, I'm going ashore’. I had 2 days liberty coming, I didn't 
want to give up...I could have spent the whole war at Annapolis, learning 
something. It shows you how stupid 19 year olds are, though. 


28:30 
LM: Now, things on the island changed, after the attack. Could describe or tell 
us how they changed, how it was different? 


